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ELIHU ROOT 

It would be unbecoming in the Journal as the organ of the Amer- 
ican Society of International Law, of which Mr. Eoot is the first and 
only president, to eulogize his services as secretary of state. It is, 
however, the sober truth to state that his tenure of office from July, 
1905, to January 27, 1909, marks a distinct era in American diplomacy, 
and that the foreign relations of the United States have in no single 
period, if indeed ever before, been regulated in accordance with the 
dictates of an equal and impartial justice, irrespective of race or na- 
tionality, political geography, or form of government. Great as are 
his actual achievements as secretary of state, the spirit whioh animated 
him and which he has infused into the foreign policy of the United 
States is still greater, of which the essence is a desire to decide the 



